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1) Introduction

"What’s the big deal about ‘church’?” som
that I’'m a Christian? Does it really matter v
have to become a member as well? And wi

If any of these questions interest you, thel
your thinking. It does not pretend to cover
every question you might have about chur
encourage further enquiry.

As a relatively young, non-denominational
folks from a variety of backgrounds, we
curious and perhaps apprehensive abou
believe, how do we operate, where do we |

Hopefully, we can answer some of your c
discover what we are like, or at least what"

2) What is The Church?

So, what is the Church? It is possible to an:
it from two different angles. We can, as i
look at the Church in its’ broadest sense, at
Universal”. We can also switch to a zoomr
expression as found in the local church. We
of, “What is involved in being part of the lo

a. The Church Universal.

“Christ is the head of the church, his body,

“we were all baptised by one Spirit into on
and each one of y
1 Corinthian:



s you were called to one hope when you
sm, one God and Father of all who is over
phesians 4:4,5

Hades will not overcome it” Matt. 16:18

elf up for her to make her holy....and to
int church” Ephesians 5:25&27.

the church” Colossians 1:18.

r not to any particular local church or
| Church”. This term encompasses all true
s as well as the Christian church spread

\esians 4) they become a member of this
e body of Christ. As such they have a
ad (Christ) but to other parts of the body.
the whole of the Bible knows nothing of
ding to go it alone.

ge this and indeed to get excited about it
about identifying with or committing to a
| that the important thing is that they
an is more important than belonging to a

2sus (Ephesians 4:15), the ‘body’ is always
hurch. Indeed, if we switch from the wide
over that the overwhelming majority of
fer to a local, living, loving collection of
ommitted to each other.

Appendix: Stat

Part I; What We Believe

The divine inspiration, authority, suffic

e The unity of the Godhead expressed |
Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

e The sovereignty of God in creation, prc

e The perfect Deity, virgin birth and hun
Christ.

e The necessity of forgiveness and
disobedience and fall of humanity.

e The death of Christ on a cross as the
and His subsequent burial, resurrectior

e The need for personal faith in Chri
between God and humanity.

e The work of the Holy Spirit in regene
ministry and worship.

e The universal Church as the body ¢
personal faith in the redemptive work
the fellowship of true believers.

e The personal return of the Lord Jesus (

e The resurrection of the body and tl
blessedness of true believers and eter
offer of salvation.

Part II; We Believe in the Following Ordin

e The baptism of believers by immersic
faith in Christ.

e The observance of the Lord’s Supper b



bu do find the perfect church don’t join it,

| there are two types of churches. First of
biblically functioning communities and do
sus Christ. The correct response to such
1em (e.g. 1 John 2:19). The other type of
ip of imperfect people trying, with the
cally functioning community. The correct
it yourself to it.

Throughout the book of Acts, the wor
connection with specific local congregati
This is continued in the letters of the Ne\
as pastoral responses to the particular pre
1:2; Philippians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1).
can be excluded and in which therefore yc

The Church then is the body of Christ, wor
of Christians committed to Christ and to e:

If you have stayed with us so far (and |
yourself asking the following question;

c. What is involved in being part of the lo

Let me suggest a few things. You may o
minimum being part of the local church sh

I. Reciprocal relationships

It is clear from the New Testament that

individuals simply meeting for a church s
be isolated, but to develop accountable
shown (John 13:34, 35; Romans 12:5;

committing to a local church, we are gra:s
be known. We are agreeing to help and
better than the local church when it is wor

Il. Mutual ministry

In Romans 12:3-8 Paul describes the chur
at Rome, as a ‘body’. In this body all the
body works by all of them doing their par
to play in their local church. When Paul
stresses that each one has a particular ¢



ord “ministry” comes from a Greek word
Testament teaching, every Christian is a
lity to serve, support and admonish one
ouraged to discover their spiritual gifts,
m of Christian service within the body of

2 and only think about ‘me doing what |
read them very well and have missed a
“h member belongs to all the others" and
le of many parts”. Everyone playing their
utual commitment.

d they do need to talk about their roles in
, not make for a healthy relationship if on
vows for life, but the man only promises

, not right to expect to be given a role to
pared to accept the responsibility and
y we have formal Church membership. In
nurch we let the leadership and other
ve intend to be committed in attendance,
sifted and enabled us. We allow fellow
us in these areas, and we make it known
ks” but rather as the responsibility of this
es our sense of ownership of the work of
ers or consumers to joyful proprietors.

other way that we demonstrate our
' the giving of our time and resources

e Insight into a person’s understanding |
in terms of time, money and the use of

e Assurance of the candidates under:
church’s overarching purpose.

e To encourage each member to be a fu
enables them.

e To ascertain what gifts and areas of se
What are the responsibilities of church m
These can be summarised in the words of

“We confess our faith in Jesus Christ as S
serve Him faithfully in the fellowship of Hic

By the power of the Holy Spirit we will ord
will endeavour to set an example at all tin
believe.

We promise to make diligent use of all 1
growth.

We promise to promote the Lord’s work
service, to preserve the unity of the Spiri
good works and in all things to give our Lo

5) Conclusions

We hope that this has helped you to thir
joining a church like Banchory Christian Fe
a church because you are perfect and you
commitment there. Neither do you join a



ratement. That is ultimately what we are
yer us, that is what we intend to be about

ip?

h, anyone who professes faith in the Lord
eality of that in their lives is welcome to

nitment and not a mere formality. The
e membership. It is important therefore
 the essential matters of the faith, as
\ppendix 1) and agree on the overarching
ision and values.

rly basis for those interested in exploring
1dicated a desire to join, two of the Elders
e and recommend to the fellowship that
0.

relationship to Jesus Christ and walk with

(Hebrews 13:16). Banchory Christian Fellc
our only source of income is the giving ¢
that we just want you for your money. Ins
Lord, and to each other - how can we clz
we are not prepared to give of our time
important that every Christian recognises
and that giving is a part of our worship
money where your mouth is!” Therefor
resources to help support Missionaries a
you give, the more we give!

V. Teaching and leadership

Christians are not perfect people, if you |
soon willl This means that we all have tc
grow up into Christ’ (Ephesians 4:11-16).

God has given to the Church teachers and
local church must therefore have in j
leadership. Whilst all of us are called to st
specific gifts of teaching and leadershi
Therefore, we are taught centrally from t
accordance with God’s Word.

Teaching and leadership must go hand in
led according to God’s design. Submitti
popular concept these days, if indeed i
throughout the entire New Testament.
reprehensible and destructive, but not r
leadership and discipline.

The leaders of this church are not perfect
affirmed by the members of the church ar
is to support them and to willingly follow 1



hurch

ment in the local church in general, what
we get here, what is our vision, what are

seside Christian Fellowship Church, which
A small group who had been living in the
istian Fellowship Church approached the
them about the possibility of planting a
t time beginning a process of substantial

1 to begin a pilot series of services, which
d with 3 children making up the Junior
yspered the work and in June 2003 BCFC
5 the work continued to grow the church
oer 2004 followed by a full-time Associate
h had moved into the purpose built

Y our vision is to see, “the making and
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to the

is Trinitarian, Bible-based, Christ centred,

ultimate end for the fellowship, the
he wider world is nothing less than this.
idelines towards a balanced approach to

¢. Our Values & Distinctives

e We are evangelical in our theology: \
only Saviour of the world.

e We teach the Bible and seek to apply it

e We recognise and support the ministry

e We seek to be open and welcoming
church.

e We aim to grow in numbers as peop
Christ.

e We seek to grow in Christian maturity

e We are non-denominational: We stre
the local church according to the Scrip

e We recognise Elders as those respon
5:17; 1 Peter 5:2, 1 Thess. 5:12) and
1:9; 1 Tim 5:17). The Elders are collec
and the overseers of the spiritual life
for the feeding and care and ministry
within the church in a way that is cor
Elder. Specifically, they have responsi
of church life.

o We practice baptism of believers upor
not a requirement for membership
reflect upon the church’s understand
baptism.



